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Countywide Trails Initiative



DRAFT Meeting Notes

September 23, 2014
Saratoga County Planning Office
Assignments in green – info since meeting in italics
John Bonville


Malta

Roy Casper


Clifton Park

Wally Elton


Saratoga Springs/Champlain Canalway
Joanne Klepetar

Town of Wilton Councilwoman

Bill Lasher  


Henning, Levine, Glenwild, Cty Forest, Galway, Equine

Scott Miller


Ballston/Clifton Park
Patty Paduano


Malta

John Paduano


Malta

Julie Stokes


Saratoga PLAN/Town of Saratoga
Bob Vittengl


Town of Moreau, Councilman
Issues: 

· McGregor Prison Closing – Reviewed letter from Commissioner Harvey requesting transfer of open lands to OPRHP and access and utilities for Grant Cottage State Historic Site.  B. Vittengl commented that he has been a part of the walk throughs w. potential developers.  The facility is pretty amazing but requires a lot of work.
· Grant Opportunities –
·  NY Parks and Trails Capacity Building Grants.  Webinar 10/8.
· Hudson Valley Greenway grant round
· CFA awards – mid October.  Champlain Canalway/Saratoga Battlefield mentioned as one of the regions top priority projects. 
· Expansion of Recreational Use Statute.  NYS’s recreational use statute will not hold property owners liable (public or private) who grant permission for use of their property for designated trail use.  There is an effort to expand the categories of use. Some were proposed by the Governor in the 2014 legislative season but did not receive sponsors.  Snowmobile, hunting, equine and land trust groups are interested in the expansion of the statute.  We need to look for sponsors in the NYS legislature this year.  
· Back County Horseman of American – local chapter in formation – contact Deb Balliet.  Debballiet1@gmail.com   
Goals for the County Board of Supervisor’s Trail Committee for 2014 – neither Supervisor Richardson nor Jason Kemper were able to attend the meeting. 
1. Complete ROW acquisition to connect the Zim Smith Trail from Coons Crossing to Mechanicville.  TRichardson and JKemper met with the RR and have been assured that the ROW needed for the extension of the trail will be available.  Want to see the designs as they progress.  County continues to work on other pieces that will be required.
2. Champlain Canalway Projects –
· Identify funding for construction of Waterford Section to meet Halfmoon. WE - still trying to identify the 20% match for the Scenic Byway grant.  Although some of the match can be in services – it will reduce the amount of cash that can be expended on the project.
· Crossing Rts 4 & 32.  Awaiting Scenic Byway Grant

· Support Town Efforts to complete trail sections. 

· Town of Stillwater CFA application for the section from Wilber Road to battlefield.
· Siege Trail – Village of Victory has approved.  Progress slow!
3. Advocate with NYS for the extension of the Palmertown Trail M Trabka working w. towns between Lincoln Mt State Forest and the new DEC/Finch Pruyn lands.
4. Facilitate agreement w. DEC, Lyme and PLAN to allow access to the Spruce Mt Fire Tower. Being assured by DEC that they are “actively working on it”.

5. Assist and support Equine advocates in developing a trail system on county forest lands in Moreau.  No report 
6. Update and expand the county and PLAN’s website/link to the county trails.
7.  Complete easement between Mechanicville and Cty – DONE!
City of Saratoga Springs – 
· Greenbelt Trail Committee: Committee meeting on a regular basis. J. Klepetar to reach out to Doug Meyers for a presentation to the Wilton Town Board.  Done and well received. 
· Geyser Road Trail – city submitted application for construction fund through Federal Transportation Alternative Program. Awaiting grant announcements.
· Spring Run Trail Parking Area – Constructed! Thank Commissioner Scirroco
· Saratoga Spa State Park – A. Chinian reports that they have trail work under contract in the Spa.  Building connector along S. Broadway to connect Ave of the Pines with the Picnic loop – will be ADA accessible and extend long distance trails in the park. 

Saratoga PLAN Trails – 

· Siege Trail – Slow going – Village of Victory approved. OPRHP doing SEQR. 
· Hennig and County Forest in Providence.  J. Bonville commented that he had hiked the trails and they are terrific and well marked. B. Lasher indicated that they are adding a short connector trail on the north side.
Power (gas) Line Corridors – Final Permits have been granted on the Champlain Hudson Power Express project - getting their financing in order.  John Mitchel offered to work on power line projects with PLAN.  

· JSS, MT and JM to set meeting to transfer all power express and power line corridor information to John!  Canalway has contact as well.
·  Need to follow up w. Ballston (extension of Ballston Bike Path) need meeting w. new supervisor.

·  Malta – check w. A Ball to see if town interested in pursuing connections. JSS 
Zim Smith Trail – North J. Bonville said that the Minnerly Road litigation is over and the town could take action to retake the road for trail use.  JB reached out to Board of Association before contacting town.          
Snowmobile – no report

Department of Transportation Project Radar List –

1. Rexford Bridge – R. Casper indicated that committee is still considering use of existing bridge as trail.  Committee reminded CP that 10’ for the trail is the MINIMUM required.  They should be asking DOT for more and a separated path for safety if the new bridge is the only alternative.
2. Exit 15 over the Northway – key component of short term solution for Greenbelt Trail. - under construction – need to look at connections either side. 
3. Crossing on Route 4 from Schuyler House to Fish Creek trail. 
4. Crossing on Route 4 at Sword Surrender Site
5. Route 4 and 32 crossing for Canalway Trail from Halfmoon to Main Street in Mechanicville. Scenic Byway grant to study potential routes. DOT needs to be contacted by consultant.

6. Upgrades on Rt 32 between Battlefield and Victory – Need bike lanes.

7. Spier Falls Road crossing for Equine from Moreau County Forest to State Park. 

8. 9p shared access upgrades!

9. Rt. 50 crossing at Northline Road

10. Rt 29 between SS and Schuylerville – need bike lanes for entire length!

11. Rt 29 bridge replacements in Grangerville -need to accommodate bikes and access for kayaks. Vic.pulsifer@dot.ny.gov – engineer in charge of design. 
12. Wilton Wildlife needs safe crossing on Route 50 between their two properties. MOlsen interested in pursuing.
13. MOlson asked about Jones Road connection to Gavin Park and WWF.  JK will check ownership of the bridge.
14. Tunnel or bridge over/under the Northway to connect Spring Run Trail to the east side of the  Northway
 Ask Jason and Troy to produce maps showing the list of projects that we have identified to make them more real. Jss reached out to R. Cherry of DOT to see how they would like to proceed. SMiller willing to assist w. mapping. 
Vischer Ferry-Crescent Road Trail – Jennifer Viggiani reports that a section of the asphalt multi-use trail was constructed this summer through development from Carrington Ct. east to Southbury Road.  On the CP side a ROW acquisition has been delayed but being addressed.   The Erie Canal Mohawk Towpath Connector Trail with Halfmoon will have a public information meeting on 10/8 at 7pm at the CP/Halfmoon Library.  Discussing Final Design.

Halfmoon Open Space Trail Committee – MTrabka attended committee meeting and followed up on a number of questions
Town of Moreau – B. Vittengl discussed the 75 acre parcel the town owns adjacent to Moreau Lake SP.  They are considering trails on the property and working w. Parks to link the parcels.  The town is also looking at other possible trail projects along the Hudson.
Towns: Cities 
· Wilton – J. Klepetar will find the town’s trail plan and bring to the next meeting so we can look at connections to Greenbelt Trail and the Palmertown Trail. 

· Clifton Park –
·  RC – Trail Plan still imminent!  JViggiani reports that DOT repaving of 146 A intersection to Blue Barns Rd has agreed to 11 foot travel lanes and will stripe 4’ wide shoulders. 
· Jss spoke w. Mike Hale – a member of the CP Planning Board.  He checked and says that the initial plans for development on Wood Road set aside space for a trail to connect to the Zim Smith.
The Next Meeting is November 18, 6:00 pm
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa
Assignments!

J. Kemper (S. Miller offered to assist) 

 Department of Transportation Project Radar List – Ask Jason and Troy to 
produce maps showing the list of projects that we have identified to make 
them more real. 
1. Rexford Bridge – R. Casper indicated that committee is still considering use of existing bridge as trail.  Committee reminded CP that 10’ for the trail is the MINIMUM required.  They should be asking DOT for more and a separated path for safety if the new bridge is the only alternative.
2. Exit 15 over the Northway – key component of short term solution for Greenbelt Trail. - under construction – need to look at connections. 
3. Crossing on Route 4 from Schuyler House to Fish Creek trail. 
4. Crossing on Route 4 at Sword Surrender Site
5. Route 4 and 32 crossing for Canalway Trail from Halfmoon to Main Street in Mechanicville. Scenic Byway grant to study potential routes. DOT needs to be contacted by consultant.

6. Upgrades on Rt 32 between Battlefield and Victory – Need bike lanes.

7. Spier Falls Road crossing for Equine from Moreau County Forest to State Park. 

8. 9p shared access upgrades!

9. Rt. 50 crossing at Northline Road

10. Rt 29 between SS and Schuylerville – need bike lanes for entire length!

11. Rt 29 bridge replacements in Grangerville -need to accommodate bikes and access for kayaks. Vic.pulsifer@dot.ny.gov – engineer in charge of design. 

12. Wilton Wildlife needs safe crossing on Route 50 between their two properties. MOlsen interested in pursuing.
13. MOlson asked about Jones Road connection to Gavin Park and WWF.  JK will check ownership of the bridge.

14. Tunnel or bridge over/under the Northway to connect Spring Run Trail to the east side of the  Northway
J. Stokes 
· JSS, MT and JM set meeting to transfer all power express and power line corridor information!

·  Need to follow up w. Ballston (extension of Ballston Bike Path) need meeting w. new supervisor.

·  Malta – check w. A Ball to see if town interested in pursuing connections. JSS 

J. Bonville 

· Set up meeting w. A. Ball about Minnerly Road. 
J. Klepetar  
· J. Klepetar will find the town’s trail plan and bring to the next meeting so we can look at connections to Greenbelt Trail and the Palmertown Trail.
· Ownership of Jones Road Bridge. 

