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DRAFT Meeting Notes

January 14, 2014
Saratoga County Planning Office
Assignments in green – info since meeting in italics
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Supervisor Richardson was unable to join us.  He has been renamed the Chair of the Supervisors Trail Committee for 2014.

Saratoga PLAN – MTrabka presented the Conservation Plan and the GIS overlays which will help PLAN evaluate conservation opportunities and guide the investment of resources.  The overlays include water recharge, habitat, agriculture, infrastructure, night sky, etc…  PLAN expects to make these available to local planning agencies, developers and community groups to assist them in making decisions.  They will be up on PLAN’s website in the near future. 

Goals for the County Board of Supervisor’s Trail Committee for 2014

JSS reminded the committee that although there are a number of trail initiatives throughout the county that we will continue to monitor, encourage and support – there should be goals where the county can have an impact in the coming year. 

Draft Goals discussed:

1. Complete ROW acquisition to connect the Zim Smith Trail from Coons Crossing to Mechanicville.
2. Champlain Canalway Projects – the Champlain Canalway Working group recommends that the county work to identify funding for the Waterford segment that will connect to the portion that Halfmoon will complete this summer.  A Scenic Byway grant is funding design and bid documents for this segment and should be completed this summer as well.  This would create a 7 mile continuous segment.  Also, support efforts to identify the best route for the Canalway to cross routes 4 and 32 into Mechanicville.
3. Advocate with NYS for the extension of the Palmertown Trail from Moreau Lake State Park through the property currently used by McGregor Prison Correctional Facility.

4. Actively encourage NYS DEC to move on the ROW through Lyme Timber lands to provide legal access to the Spruce Mt Fire Tower.
5. Encourage and work with equine advocates to develop a trail system on county forest lands in Moreau that can eventually connect with Moreau Lake SP.
6. Update and expand the county and PLAN’s website/link to the county trails.

These recommendations will be forwarded to PLAN’s Board of Directors for review, revision and adoption.

Issues Discussion

1. McGregor Prison – potential closing – important to participate in planning if prison closes.  The Palmertown Trail, expanded recreation for snowmobiles and equine as well as access to Grant Cottage State Historic Site are important points that need to be made to those responsible.
County Supervisor’s Trail Committee – 
J. Kemper reviewed progress for Supervisor Richardson.
Review of 2013 Goals for County Supervisors

1. Continue work on Zim Smith connection to Mechanicville.  None of the grants the county applied for were received.  Important to proceed w. ROW acquisition and send the letter to RR.  The agreement negotiated w. the RR expires in August and there are no extensions. JK needs to finalize draft to RR for County and PLAN signature. 
2. Complete easement between county and Mechanicville for tow path.  Completed
3. Coordinate bringing Canalway Trail from Halfmoon across 4 and 32 to Main Street in Mechanicville.  Scenic Byways grant funding design.  Engineering team selected – to be announced soon.
4. Continue coordination of work in Providence between PLAN’s Hennig Preserve and county forest lands.  Trails expanded 
5. Work with equine advocates to develop marked trail system in Moreau forest with further goal of connection to a new system to Moreau State Park.   Waiting for Equine users to identify trail systems so further clean up can occur. LBuchino agreed to take the lead and set up a meeting possibly at Moreau Lake SP to discuss how to proceed. 
6. Coordinate efforts between DEC, Lyme Timber and PLAN to assure legal trail access to Spruce Mountain fire tower.  Frustrating – need to keep working on!  Jack Freeman from ADK and Friends of Fire Towers requested updates on progress so that it can be in his revised book on the towers.  New staff at DEC is Kris Alberger.  He is the one who will be working on the issue.  JK to contact folks in Albany. 
7. Get out and enjoy the 202 miles of trails in Saratoga County! 
8. DIX Bridge open!  
Charlton Snowmobile Club  ADyer working w. National Grid on power line corridors.  Contacted snowmobile groups around Saratoga Lake and put them in contact w. Supervisor Kinowski. Discussed w. PLAN, snowmobile access through Ballston Creek Preserve to provide access to Shenantaha Park.  Pleased w Dix Bridge opening.  Washington Cty Snowmobile Association purchased plywood to cover the decking on the bridge to protect the surface. 
City of Saratoga Springs - Greenbelt Trail Committee
MTrabka reported that the Feasibility study may be ready to put up on the link..  Will send link when ready for distribution.  Meeting on 1/20 to determine next steps. 
Zim Smith Trail 
· WElton met w. Mayor Yepsen and discussed potential trail connections between Woods Hollow and Cororan property.  Mayor referring to Planning Department for action.
· Still examining ways to bring trail directly North from Oak Street
Champlain Canalway Trail (Waterford to Whitehall) 
· Stillwater received 2 CFA awards, one from Canal Corp and one from Parks.  Total is $350,000.  Funds are for extending trail connections in accordance w. trails plan developed w. previous grant.
· Town of Saratoga submitted application in partnership w Battlefield for Federal Lands Access Project grant to fund design and construction from Schuyler House to Garnsey property - would link Schuyler House, Sword Surrender Site and battlefield trail systems.
Milton – MTrabka reported that Supervisor Lewza is interested in connecting parks in the town w. a trail system that can be used by equine.  
Power (gas) Line Corridors –National Grid:

1. Ballston-Outlet Road – no info
2. Parking area for Spring Run Trail – approved! Work to occur in spring. PGoutes taking lead w. city. NG charged the city $1,000 as a damage deposit fee and $3,300/year rental! 
3. Equine Use of Power Corridors – Need someone to work on this effort.
Palmertown Ridge Trail – MTrabka and residents meetings with some of the intervening property owners.  McGregor Prison lands key component.
Department of Transportation Project Radar List –
DOT has announced design planning for the Rexford Bridge.  Jen Vigginni from CP is familiar w. project.  It is calling for a 10’ wide multi use lane for walking biking and jogging as well as 8’ shoulders on both sides.  Need someone to work w. Jen and check the plans so that the bridge connects safely to trail projects on the north side. 

1. Wilton Wildlife needs safe crossing on Route 50 between their two properties. MOlsen interested in pursuing.
2. MOlson asked about Jones Road connection to Gavin Park and WWF.  MO to check road ownership – county or state?

3. Exit 15 bridge over the Northway.  Key component of Greenbelt Trail. 
4. Crossing on Route 4 from Schuyler House to Fish Creek trail. PLAN/Partnership/NPS reaching out to DOT

5. Route 4 and 32 crossing for Canalway Trail from Halfmoon to Main Street in Mechanicville. Scenic Byway grant to study potential routes. 
6. Spire Falls Road crossing for Equine from Moreau County Forest to State Park. 

7. 9p shared access upgrades!

8. Rexford Bridge – pedestrian needs. Yeah – one to move up on the list! 

9. Rt. 50 crossing at Northline Road

10. Rt 29 bridge replacements in Grangerville -need to accommodate bikes and access for kayaks. Vic.pulsifer@dot.ny.gov – engineer in charge of design.
11. JSS put Pete Rea in contact w. Whitehall trail advocates.  Pete handles RR issues for DOT. 
Crescent-Vischer Ferry Trail –CFA grant to construct connection under Northway to connect Crescent to Vischer Ferry! 
The Next Meeting is March 25, 6:00 pm
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa
